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SUBJECT: A LOCAL VIEW OF IRAQI REGIME'S DIPFICULTIES AND SYRO-IRAQI 
DISPUTE 

1. MPA AMERICAN APFAIRS DIRECTOR SHOUPI, WHO MAINTAINS 
INPREQUENT CONTACTS WITH IRAQIS AND WHO STATES HE HAS DEBATED 
WITH MANY IRAQI BAATHISTS WHO ARE NOW IN RESPONSIBLE PARTY 
POSITIONS IN BAGHDAD, RECENTLY GAVE US HIS VIEWS ON BAGHDAD 
REGIME'S INTERNAL DIPPICULTIES AND EPFECT ON SYRO-IRAQI 
DISPUTE. HE BEGAN BY NOTING THAT DISTURBANCES IN KERB ALA WERE 
MORE SERIOUS THAN HE HAD SEEN THEM DEPICTED IN PUBLIC. TIED 

TO RELIGIOUS UNREST WERE SIGNS OP DISLOYALTY TO REGIME FROM 
WITHIN POPULAR MILITA, THE MILITARY ORGANIZATION WHICH 
SHOUFI CLAIMED USED TO BE CONSIDERED MORE LOYAL THAN IRAQI MILITARY 
AND WAS USED IN PART AS COUNTERWEIGHT TO MILITARY. 

2. SHOUPI CONTINUED THAT MILITIA IS A CREATION OP THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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BAATH PARTY, AND THUS ATTITUDES IN MILITIA REELECT TO 
SOME EXTENT TRENDS WITHIN PARTY. PARTY ALSO HAD SOME 
CLAIM IN IRAQ AS INSTITUTION REPRESENTATIVE OP THE IRAQI 
PEOPLE, OR AT LAST MORE REPRESENTATIVE THAN SYRIAN BAATH 
WAS IN SYRIA. 

3. RELATING THIS TO SYRO-IRAQI DISPUTE, SHOUPI SAID IRAQI 
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BAATHISTS ARE MILITANTLY OPPOSED TO SYRIAN REGIME AND 
SYRIAN BAATH PARTY. IT IS GENERAL CONSENSUS OE IRAQI 
BAATHISTS THAT SYRIAN BAATH NO LONGER UPHOLDS TRUE BAATHIST 
PRINCIPLES. IRAQI BAATHISTS ARE STRONGLY COMMITTED TO 
TOPPLING ASSAD REGIME AND TO REEORMING THEIR SYRIAN PARTY 
APOSTATES, BUT THEY SUSPECT SADDAM HUSSEIN DOES NOT SHARE 
THEIR COMMITMENT AND APPRAISE HIS ANTI-SYRIAN CAMPAIGN AS 
THEATER FOR THEIR BENEFIT. SHOUFI CLAIMS THAT IN CURRENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF UNREST IN IRAQ, HE SEES LITTLE HOPE FOR 
IMPROVEMENT IN SYRO-IRAQI TIES BECAUSE SADDAM HUSSEIN CANNOT 
AFFORD TO FURTHER ANTAGONIZE HIS BAATHIST SUPPORTS. SHOUFI 
CONCLUDED THAT THE SYRIANS CONTACTED 

OVER PAST MONTHS AS PART OF BAGHDAD'S EFFORT TO FORGE ANTI-ASSAD 
FRONT HAD ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY REBUFFED IRAQI OVERTURES BECAUSE 
IT WAS BELIEVED LOCALLY THAT, IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, BAGHDAD 
REGIME WOULD RENEGE ON ITS COMMITMENT TO TOPPLE 
ASSAD. 

4. COMMENT: SHOUFI'S REMARKS REFLECT VIEWS OF AN 
INDIVIDUAL WHO IS HIMSELF VETERAN OF BAATH PARTY CONFLICTS 
WITHIN SYRIA AND BETWEEN SYRIAN AND IRAQI WINGS OF PARTY. 

IF SHOUFI'S ANALYSIS IS CORRECT, 

TWO REGIMES WILL FIND PLENTY OF DIFFICULTY IN PAPERING 
OVER THEIR DIFFERENCES; INSTEAD, SADDAM WILL PROBABLY HAVE 
TO PRODUCE SOME TANGIBLE EVIDENCE OF COMPROMISE ON ASSAD'S 
PART. AS WE LAST NOTED IN DAMASCUS 3298, WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE 
THAT RECONCILIATION TALKS HAVE MADE ANY PROGRESS. 

MURPHY 
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